REMARKS 



Reconsideration of the above-identified Application is respectfully 
requested. Prosecution on the merits is closed. Claims 1 and 2 are in the 
case. Both claims have been amended. 

Regarding the objections to Claims 1 and 2, the corrections kindly 
suggested by the Examiner have been made, with the following exception. In 
Claim 1 at line 8, it was suggested to delete "on" and then to insert --on- at 
line 9 before "a phase". As the passage is now, it reads "a first multiplexer, 
the inputs of which are connected to the even-number outputs of the oscillator 
and which passes on to its output a phase signal output by an output x of the 
oscillator...." The suggested change would make the passage read "a first 
multiplexer, the inputs of which are connected to the even-number outputs of 
the oscillator and which passes to its output on a phase signal output by an 
output x of the oscillator...." It is respectfully submitted that the original 
language is preferable, as it uses the well understood phrase "passes on to" to 
express what the first multiplexer does with its input signal, i.e., it passes it on 
to its output. It is respectfully submitted that splitting up this well understood 
phrase would render the language less clear. Accordingly , Applicants 
respectfully traverse this ground of objection. 

Additionally, in re-reading the claims, Applicants felt that reciting a first 
phase selection signal (Claim 1, line 8) and a second phase selection signal 
(Claim 1, lines 13-14) would further clarify the claim language, and in the spirit 
of expeditiously advancing the case to issue, amendment was accordingly 
made. Of course, it will be understood that the first and second phase 
selection signals could be the same signal in some embodiments. 

Applicants therefore respectfully submit that the grounds for the 
objections have been overcome, and request that they be reconsidered and 
withdrawn. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the claims recite the patentably 
distinguishing features of the invention and that, taken together with the above 
remarks, the present application is now in proper form for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application, as amended, and allowance of the claims 
are requested at an early date. 

While it is believed that the instant amendment places the application in 
condition for allowance, should the Examiner have any further comments or 
suggestions, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact the 
undersigned in order to expeditiously resolve any outstanding issues. 

To the extent necessary, the Applicants petition for an Extension of 
Time under 37 C.F.R. §1 .136. Please charge any fees in connection with the 
filing of this paper, including extension of time fees to the Deposit Account No. 
20-0668 of Texas Instruments Incorporated. 



Texas Instruments Incorporated 
P.O. Box 655474, MS 3999 
Dallas, TX 75265 
Phone: (972)917-5646 
Fax: (972)917-4418 




J. Dennis Moore 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 28,885 
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